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l. Introductione ILinguistics, or General Linguistics, as it is often
called, is now firmly established in this country as that acadenic
digeipline which undertalzes the scientific study of lunguagee Over the
past filfty yeurs, Iinguistics has developad many branches and applications,
and its subject-matter now overlaps with that of many of the traditional
arts subjects, as well as with that of the natural, physical and social
sciencess The subject in its present form ig the product of a number of
distinet historical lines of development; apart from the existence of
scholarly und popular traditions of linguistic observation in the

higtory of Western thought, one should note in particular the nineteenth
contury European tradition of systeimatic study of the history of language
(usually referred to as 'comparative philology'), the anthropological
stimulus to field linguistic studieg in the United States at the beginning
of this century, the reqguirements of foreign languuge teaching programmes,
both in Burope and the United States, and the interdiscipliniry stimulus
roceived fromn other fields with which Linguigtics has come into contact in
recent years (e.ge philosophy, psychology, sociology, mathematics, computing,
acoustics)s ,

This menmorandum is specifically concerned with outlining thoge aspocts
of the diseipline which would geen to fall under the jeneral heading of
the social scionces (see Section 4), as a preliminary to naking certain
proposals to the Social Scisnce Rescarch Council (soe Section 6)e As a
perspective for this, however, it muy be useful to outline the scope of
Linpguigtics as a whols, and to sumaarise certain recent developmentse

2e Scope of Iinguigticgse The study of lanijunie is scen as one part of

a wider subject, the study of human cormunication as o whole, and there

is no precise boundury between Lingjuistics and certain .iore general fields
(esege semiotica, commanicuation), Lingulstics does not isnorsc the relevance
of other 1odes of comunication (such as the visual, or the tactile) to

the understandin;; of the form and meaning of lanyuage, as non-vocal dynamic
behaviour frequently reinforces or modifies the vocal, linguistic node;
indeed, most of the concepts which have boen applied to the study of non-
vocal communication nodalities (e.ge kinesics) have in fuct come from
Linguisticse But in the first instance linguists concentrate their attention
on the study of vocal cornmmication (speech), and its repragentation in
writinge s

The linguist must necessarily begin with the gtudy of specific languages,
but the information obtained can be used for two distinct endss  First,
thero is the aim to produce complete and accurate descriptions of these
languages; soecond, there is the ainm to set up hypotheses about the nature
of language as o whole = to establish how language 'works', to use a
common metaphore. In connection with the first ain, it is important to
bear in nind that no human langunie has ever been described in its entirety;
and that many of the partial description:; which do exist are of little
value, due to their having been based on an unscientific methodslogy and
ungound theoratical principloge Linguistics tries to avoid the misconceptions
about the nature of langua;e which have coloured so much of language study
in the past (ee.ge the view that writing, as opposed to speech, is the
primary object of study, or that modern languages can be satisfactorily




described using the conceptual apparatus dsvised for the study of Iatin ~ '~
or Greek)s One algo finds the development of a theoretical Linguisticsye
which is concerned with the second aim stated above, and which is the

nain justification for the Aescription of Linguistics as a sciencee

In reforring to Linguistics in thig way, one is primarily contrasting it

with the random, impressionistic,and frequently mistaken, observations

about the nature of language which have been commonplace, and referring

to the attempt of the modern study to establish sound theoretical principles,
a congsistent terminology, and a scientific regsarch 'method! compargble to
that used in other sciences.

A great deal of Linguistics at the present time is thus concerned with
'basic research and description': to define the categories needed in
order to talk clearly about language, and to provide descriptions of as
many languages as possible. In carrying out this task, the discipline
has already developed a number of clearly distinet branches each of which
aims to describe a restricted aspect of the phenomenon of languages The
most central branches are generally agreed as being phonetics (the study
of gpeech-sounds), grammar, lexis (the study of vocabulary), and gemanticg
(the study of meaning in language)s ALl these branches are descriptive,
ises concerned with sstablighing the form and meaning of the language patterns
ugeds Thoy are also used as the basis for comparative and historical
linguistic studiess. Opposed to this 'pure! side to Linguistics, which sees
language as a phenomenon to be studied as an end in itself for the theoretical
and descriptivs roasons mentioned above, there are various 'bridge—disciplines!
generally refemred to by the term 'applied Linguistics's This in its
broadest sensc covers the application of linguistic mathodology and research
findings to other fields. The major application is in the field of language
teaching and learning (especially foreign lan;uage teaching), but one ought
also to refor to such fields as translation (especially automatic translation),
telecommunications, speech recognition for mon-machino commmications, and
speech pathology.  Comparative studies are particularly relevant in these
arease

In addition to these 'pure' and 'applied! studics, linguists! interest
hag been increcnsingly focussed over the past ten to fifteon years on what are
these days roforrod to as 'sociolinguistics' and 'psycholinguistics!e A
detailed study of the topics investigated by these branches will be made in
%o bolows leanwhile, it is vorth emphasising that language is studied
hore from the point of viow of its function,, its uses in social interaction,
and not simply as an abstract system of symbols. Lunguage is seen in its
full sociologieal, psychological and economic sotting, and various agpects
of the relationship between lunguuze and society and hetwoen language and
the psychology of the langusie user are subjected to analysige

3¢ Qurrent state of Lingud

3¢ls Univergitieg. At progent, Linguistics is taught at both graduate and
undorgraduate levels. Ibst universities present some course in the subject,
and the incroage in the amount of time given over to it is all the moro
romarkable when one considors that in 1960 only three Universities (Birmingham,
London SOAS, Manchestor) had established o Department of Linsuisticse

There are currently ten dopartments of Iinguistics in this country (though
the departmental title varios, ce.ge Gonoral Linguistics, Iinguistic Science,
Language)s these aro at Bngor, Cambridge, Edinburgh, London SO0AS, London
UCL, London LSE, Manchester, Realing, Shoffield, York, (Edinburgh and London
SOAS. each have a single Jepartment of Iinguistics and Phonetics)e There is
also a Department of Applied Linguistics ot Edinburgh, Iin uage Gentres at
Bradford, Essex, Kont, Nottingham, Southampton and York, a sub~department of
Speach at Newcastle, and (older ostablished) Departionts of Phonetics at
Glasgow, Leods and London UCLe In addition Linguistics is taught to a high
luvel in many Departments of English in this country, c.g. at Birmingham,
Edinburgh, Lueds, London UCL, Newecastlo; and goneral cowrses in Linguistics
aro frequantly run by locturcrs attached to Departments of English, Clagsics,
Modern Iinguages or Bducation, e.ge at Bristol, Cardiff, East Anglia,

Exeter, Hull, Lancister, Nottingham, Oxford, Southampton, Ste Andrews = most
of these having been set up during the last five yours. Linguistics is
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also taught at a number of wniversity institutes of secience and technology,
(eege lMonchester, Cardiff). It is estimated that there are about 100

academic staff engaged in full-time linguistic tewching in this country, and

a further 150 who teach Linguistics on a part-time basis (information from

the membership lists of the profegsional bodieg described in 3. below, and

from the British Council's report 'Academic Courses in Great Britain relevant
to the teaching of English as a Second Language! 1967)e There is still a
pressing need for further quulified pergonnel in many of these centres, however,
and relatively few of the dbove linguists have had much research experiencee

Academic qualificutions in Linguistics are now available at both first
degree and post~graduate levelse Since 1964 it has been pogssible to read
for first deyrees in Linguistics, and the first students huve already graduated
(at York)e Linguistics may be taken as a Singls Honours course, or in
combination with such other subjects as Modern Languaies, Sociology, Psychology,
Philosophy, Education, English, Classics, Regional Studies (soce the syllabuses
of Bangor, Edinburgh, Leeds, London, Minchester, Reading, Surroy, York, and
other courses are being plaunnods ILinguistics as a special subject, i.es one
.paper in a degree courge, ig available in most othor Universitios.  Linguistics
~has been in the UCCA Handbook for three years, and there is now a steady flow
of applications from schools, e.2s at the University of Rcaling nearly 1,000
applications wera received to read Linguistics courses during the present sessione
Official statistics of students reading courses in Iinguistics do not exist,
but enquiries to tho relevint dopurtmonts at Bingor, Biminghom, Edinburgh,
Esgex, Leods, ILondon UCL, SOAS, LSE, Nuwcastle Reading and York produced the
following results for the presoent session. At undergraduate level, 54 students
were realing for a Single Honourg degree in Linguistics, and 132 for a Combined
Honours dogree; a further 527 were reading Linguistics as one component in a
degres course, and 200 were receiving an introductory course in the subjccte
Some 550 studonts weroe doing 'occasional! work in Iinguistics (mainly foreigners
at Iondon)e At graduate level onc uay read for a Ph.Ds, a 2-year ressarch
degree (such as the M.Phil.) by thesis, or a l-yoar examination course (guch ag
a Diploma or MeAs in gomo Universitiess. The total number of graduates reading
thege courgses at the above-named Universitics were: Ph.De 663 l-or 2-year
courge (oither by examination or thesis) 3243 other gradwite work 75

"‘3e2e Qtlhor further oducation. Linjuistics is now being taught at a number of
Colleges of Education, polytechnics and colleges of further education, and this
number is liable to increase rapidly as more trained linguists emerge from the
new degree coursos. At prégsent, fow colleges toach the subject to any great
depth, and thore is some concern amengst profossional linguists that the absence
of fully trained linguists should not lead to a lowering of standards.s But
somo colloges (e.ge Moray House, Edinburpgh; Jordanhill, Glasgow; Trinity and
A1l Soints Collage, Loeds; Ealing Technical College; and the College of Ste
Mathias, Bristol havoe begun courses in Linguistics, and various other colleges
have made or are moking appointients in Linguistics or Applied Linguistics, (cege
Birmingham Colloge of Commerce, Loughborough College of Education, Holborn
College, all colleges of education in Scotland)s In addition, a number of

- spocialist centres have begun to run courses in the subjoct, cege schools of
spaech therapy (Glasgow, Newcastla),

3e3e Schoolge linguistics is not yet taught in schools in this country, though
if has been successfully introduced at this level in cortain parts of the
United Statese There is, however, a strong body of opinion that the subject
ghould be introduced ag soon as posgibles Rocommondations 25 and 27 of the
Secondary School Examinctions Council's Report to the Department of Education
and Seionce, 'The Examining of the English Language! (H.M.S.0. 1964) states:
'Wo recomnend that a linguistic section should be introduced into tho existing
English literature examinations at advanced level which would thon bocome
examinations in English rather than in English literature! ...s 'We should
also like to see the foundaticns lald for the study of some of the bapic
principles of Linguistics, with English as the language of exemplification?s
The Schools Council has also recommendod that courses in Linguistics be
ostablishod by Institutes of Education for in-service training of teachers of
‘English und those have alroady begun, o.ge at Oxford, Reading (see Working
Poper noe. 3 of the Schools Council, 'English - a programme for research and



dovelopment in English teaching!, (il.i.S.0. 1965), Part 4)e The difficv™ “ies
involved in carrying out these recommendations are primarily dus to the nw.ness
of ILinguistics as a subjoect. Thero is a shortage of suitable introductory
textbooks, syllabuses, and, in particular, trained teachers; and until various
modifications are introduced into the present examinations, it ig unlikely that
much progreoss will be mada, Msanyhile, a certain amount of research is going on
into the questions of grading Linguistics for courses in schools, and intro-
ducing a linguistic perspective 1nto modern language coursese Teachers of
English and foreign languages arce inereasgingly awara of the influence of
Linguistics, and som profossional bodieg, cegs the National Association for
Toachers of English, have done a groat deal to introduce the implications of the
subject to their menbors.

3ede Profoggsional bodiege Thore are throe major profassional bodies concerned
with Linguistics in tHLJ country at tho prosont time. Tho oldest is the
Philological Socioty, ostablishod in its progent form in 1842, and comprising
agome 490 meubers (148 frum outside Groat Britcin) and 126 libraries (information
from 1967 publishel mouborship list)e As its name sugiests, it is primarily
(though by no means exclusively) associatod with historical language study.
The New English Dictionary on Historieal Principles was begun at the initiutive
of this Society. Seconlly, therc is the Linguistics issocintion of Great
Britain, founded in 1959, and currontly comprising somoc 520 menbers (including
65 foreign members)e Ths membership of this Assoc1atlon is increcsing at the
rate of 20% per annum. Thlrdly, thers is the British Associaticn for
Appliocd Iinguistics, founded in 1967, whose aims are 'to promote the study of
problens of langucije acquisition, tu*ching and use, and to fostecr inter-
ﬂisciplinury_collaborution in this study's BeA.A.L. is affiliated to the
Internctional Association of Applied ILinguistics, on whose behalf it is
organizing the 2nd International Congress on Apnlied Linguistics, to take place
at Cambridlge in Soptember, 1969, Apart from the virious bodiss concerned
with teaching modern langua_ es (such as the ijpdern Iangua es Association, the
Audio-Visual Lenguagze Associction), one should also note that the International
‘Phonotics Associction has its hec dqualturb in this country (University College
London), At a more local level, a number of Univorsities have founded
Linguistics Circles, which meet regularly, und which are usuclly inter-
Aisciplinary in menbership (e.Ze at Cimbridze, Leeds, London, Lbnchester, Oxford,
Roea:ling, Nowcastls)s

3e5e Publicutionge The two uain British linguistics periodicals are the
Iransactiong of the Philoloj:ical Socicty, published annually, and the Journal
of ILinrmuistics, published twice a yeor for the Linguistics Associations  Both
have a wide international circulition. More restricted in circulation are
Archivum Linguisticun (edited at Lecds), lan,uago and Speech (edited at London),
Lo HMaTtre Phondtique (edited at London) and the Journal of Wegt African
ng,ueyog (co-alitod at Loeds). Publishorg h.ve become increasingly interested
in Linguistics over the past five yoars: 0.U.P. and Longmans both publish
succossful serios of books on Linguistics, and C.U.P. begins a monograph series
this year. 4 usaeful source of information on Linguistics (as well as lansuaze
toaching) is tho publication Laniung : ¢ , compiled by the
Engligh~Teaching Information Centre of the Eritish Council, anl the Centre for
Information on Languaie Teaching.

be linmuigtics ag a gocial science. While it has been argued that Linguistics
is best dofinod as & socinl scivnce (cfe Denison's arguments in a pamphlet for
the Advisory GContre for Education, whers Iinguistics is defined as a social
scionce, its concarn boing with human linguistic behaviour in all its aspectae
Linjruisties is ono of tho main subdivisions for the classification of articles
in the International Encyclopaedia of the Social Scicncos (Maciiillan Coe &
Froe Press, 1968)), it is cloar that some agpocts of the subject are mors bound
up with considarations of a social sciantific nature than othors; and it scems
advigable to considor in thu first instance only those aspects which have a
clear and Lumediate relationship.  These aspoects would be primarily grouped
togother wundor the hoadings of gociolinpuistics and pgycholinpuigticg -

topics which are these days considored to bec integral parts of Linguistics,

and which are no longoer folt to be marginal arcus of interuste Basically,
these two subjects are one, concorned with the relationship of the individual



to society ag that relationship is establishod by, and monifested through,
langua ce  The fundamental activity is tho doscription of varicties of verbal
behaviour,¥and the parallel description of non-verbal characteristics, in order
to see what correlations can be established between the twoe Psycholinguistics
is primarily concerned with the individuszl; socioclinguistics with groupse
Niturally the study of the relationship between linguistic and non~linguistic
bohaviour presupposes a certain amount of knowledge about the nature of language
in general, and in this sense sociolinguistics and psycholinguistics depend

on Generul Linguistics for much of their annlytical apparatuse But they are
distinet from the general field of ILinguistics in purpose, method and theory,

as should bo clear from the topics listed belowe  Perhaps the main point of
differenco is that the doscriptive and theorotical categories involved are
dofined partly in linguistic and partly in non~linguistic torms (derived from
psychology, social psychology, social anthropology, sociology, in particular).
Work on the definition of thesc catsgorios is now subgtanticlly advanced,

and the basic linguistic concepts required anl the methods of collecting and
evaluating linguistic data in order to relate them to social, political, economic
and cultural factors arce only likely to be understool at this time by linguistse
(In the United States, this is not trus, as anthropologists, for cexample, tond
to be very competent in Linguistics, as do many social psychologists.g

As is normal with rapidly developing branches of a subjcct, the boundary
lines of svciolinguistics and psycholinguistics are by no mcans clear, and no
gonerally agreed briof definition of either is available. If however, ona
axamineg the literature which has appeared under either hoaling over the past
fow years, one can roach a reason:bly clear a posteriori understanding of what
any definition woull have to comprehend,.

4ele Sociolinguigtics. This field hag booen well reviewsd by Pride in a paper
for tho Comiittee for Research and Development in Modern Lanjuages (soo Appendix).
It is cloar from this and othor literaturs thot at least four main areas of
rogearch have been established = though this ig not to dony the existence of
ilmportant arcas of overlap batween thern.

4elele Iinguistic prohlums of a maximaelly ;jenoral anthropological and cultural
nature, involving the study of problems of linguistic contact and linguistic

‘barriors between large and small social groups (multilingualism, bilingualism,
the development of standard, national, prestige languages, dc.), both at home
(probloms involving immigrants, litorocy betwoen classes, etec.) and overseom
(particularly in the Comionwealth);  the linguistic correlates of such social
psychological notions as 'loyalty!, 'status!', and 'role'!,

4e1e2¢ Dizlectolo;y, in the sense of the stuly of regional dialesets, has to be
considercd a 3eparute orea for research asg it has a2 lon:er and rather different
higtory from the topics discussed in 4.l.l., and has to a large oxtent
daveoloped its own techniques. In Groeat Britain, dialect swveys of English,
Scottish, Welsh znl Irish dialcets have all begun, but are nowhere near
conplotions Meny dialect studies are carried on in colliboration with other
departmonts, @.7. departients of felk life. Incroasin;ly, however, as in the
Tyneside Linguistic Survoy, dialectology and sociolinguistics are meryginge

4ele3e Styligticse The stuly of the way in which different varicties of
language can be difforontintel and formally desceribod with rcferonce to variables
in the social contexts A nuaber of concepts have bsen ostublished in order
to clarify tho nature of thoss variibles (vege ‘rogister!', 'status', 'role!),
but a great doal of thoorstical discussion is still neolsd anl mny important
varicties have not bopun to be stulied (e,is the langwie of reliion,
advertising, instruction, public speaking)e Goneral surveys of usage are
still very much nealdod: the study of varietiovs cf Bngzlish and Russian is
fairly well advancod, but that of other molern lanjuages is noglected.
Rolated te studies of gpocific varisties of a lonjguage is the study of an
individual's use of language, especially in a literary contoxt (literary
stylistics)e This involves such questions as authorship. ilentification,
stylometries, unl what has sormetimes besen cclled 'forensic! Linguistics.
Statitical Linjuistics is a rcelatively unlovoloped area, bubt it has immediate

#and of chango in verbal behaviour,



application to this field. o
4eléhs Diachronic gociolinspuisticse The reasons for languaje change involve
an understanding of gocial, economic, and other factors, v.gs tho influence
of prescriptive and normitive apencies, of literature, mass melia, taboo.
Soid study has begun (e.;%e at York and Nowcastle) particularly in the fields
of contact situations, of pil:in and Creovle lan;uages and sub-standard
varieties of English, to determine the social corralates of language change;
but to reach any general conclusions, a reoat deal of gurvey work will have
to be initiated.

4e2¢ Pgycholinruigtiese Thore is no convenient document t .at can be appended

to this menorandum, as in the case of sociolinjuistics, but this should not

bo taken to imply that thig branch is any less developed. In fact, as is

clear from many rccent published collections of papers, (eege R. C. 0ldfield &

Je Ce Phrshall Ian une (Penruln tolorn Psychology Series), J. Lyons & R, Wales,
s, and S. Saporta, Pgycholinguistics),

psychollngulstlcs is parhaps in advance of sociolinguigticse Four main aress
scon to be involved.

) i itione Thig is primarily the study of the
processeg of chill lanbuabe developnent, thoush it also covers adult acquisition
(in the case of certain pathologies)e The stagcs whereb; a child acquires its
loncuage, and the relationship botween this lansuare and the social context
in which it is used, anl the whole process of sﬁclallsatlbn through lanpuaso,
are not known othor than in very :;oneral outline, and a coherent theory of
1mnﬂud* e acquisition hags yot to be formulated. The rolated stuly of speoch

1 language disorders should also be mentioned at this point, as should the
whole quostion of thae rsvlationship of lemguage to such matters as comprehension,
intellitence and concept formation.

4eReRs choloyy of laniua grcoption and proluctione In maay ways the
most well-loveloped arca, thare still remaing much that is unknown about the
relotionship botweon the physical faccts of gpeech and writing anl processes
of porception and cognition. Specific topics which would be included under
this hending would be psychoacoustics, the measurement of moaning, sense
associntion, linguistie recall, interferonce dus to langures in contact (as in
bilingualism, tr&nslatlnr, interproting), realing and spelling difficulties,
factors affocting the control of one's linguistic output (ee;e spesd and loudness
of spoech), the link between language and thought', onl the investigation of
respenses using controlled (gpaach gynthGSlsP 1)1 ﬁ'turquSO The study of
pathologfies of linguistic bshaviour woull also purtly fzll under this hoading.

4e2e3e Attitudeg to loniguapge  This primwrily involves research into peoplels
ways of thinking and talkin: about lanjuage, an? in particular into their
Jjudgnmonts as to whother language is bein: used 'acceptubly!, 'gramatically!,
'plecsantly !, otce  This involves an unlderstanling of poople's preconceptions
as to the noture and function of language, and hence raises issues of a social
psychological nature, Social stratification in particular interrelates with
ideas about lincuistic noruse

4e2ehe Pgycho-thorapye The ugse of lonmage as an index of anxiety, schizo-

phronia, peneral attitudss, otes is well alvinced in the United States, where

psycho=analysts and linguists have worked in collaboration for scme yeorse

The study of non-verbal communic:tion is particularly relcvant here, and as

yot, few of the linguigtic variables involved (such as inton:tion, strass,

pauso) aro understood, oven for rulat1VLly well-controlled (e.(. interview)
situations.

Le3e Other areag. Othor arecas of overlap between Linguistics anl the social
sciences would be: a) edweational problems of lan unge tuiching and lanjuage
learning, uspecially concernin;; the procegsses of ﬂqund lan;uwwie acquisition,
Je.je the mental strate;ies aldopted by the lan uage~learnor, problums of transfor
from thoe mothor-ton;us, the influonce of linsuistie nd social context and
schodulos of reinforcorwnt on loarnin: and rotention, aptitule for ssecond-
Languape learning, motivation, the stwly of percoption and its significance in
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the construction of visual aids; b) problems of comaunication in spocific
soclal situations, vege medicine, manaement, whore the isolation and
deseription of specific comaunicational difficultics requires some adequate
concoptual framowork; c¢) the contribution which the history of Linguistics
can make to our unlerstanling of the histury of ideas and the philosophy of
science; and d) tho guneral quustion ¢f the naturc cf commnicative activity
as o whole, how lanzuage fits in with other meaningful behaviour patterns in
humang, and the similarities between human communication and that of other
sign-using orgunisms and devices, such as animals, machincse

5e aarchs

5¢1le Presont gourcog of supporte Many of tho arcas and topicg mentioned in 4e
oithor do not fall within tho scope of the various funid-;iving bodies which
provide funls for languapge raeseurch or are considered nmar:inal by theme  As

a result, a number of projects currontly envisaged seem unable to be begun
bocangse thoy do not fall within tho briof of those bodiss, and cortain projects
are in gorioug dangor of not buin' complotod because of a {rant not being
ronowod (soc bolow)e At present, no single body has a primery interest in
gociolinjruigties and psycholinguistics in the sonse of 4, The main relevant
body is the Committee for Rescarch and Dovelepment in Modern Loanguagess this
comnittee hag no funds of its own, but rocommonds projocts to the Department
of Education and Seiince, tho Scottish Eduecation Department, and the Nuffield
Foundation. Some support for pgycho- sociolinguistic research has boon given
by this committes (sco itums 5 » 54 55 and 56 cited in the First Report of

the Coimittue (H..[.S.0., 1968)?, but tho committes considers only certain kinds
socio- and psycholinjuistic research to fall witiiin its brief. (sce Section 30
of the Report)s Nuffisld have supportud a numbsr of iusportant projocts in
these fiolds, c.ge the Elinburgh lun;uego acquisition project, tho Leeds child
language survaey, the London Univorsity BEnglish teaching pre jecte Apart

from CRDML, soms resuarch into cortain of tho above areas has been supported
by SSRC though this work is being primarily earried out by poople who are
peycholoists: o.geldriylo's 'Studies of non-verbal coumunication'; Wilkes'!
'Stylometric identification of authorship in Russian toxts'; DMatthows' 'The
tomporal nnd associutive characteristics of spoken En;lish'; Xennedy and Wilkes!
'Litency studics of hunan momory with particular reference to languaie';
Goldixn~Eisler's 'Cognitive processes in simultancous translation' (SSRC Nows—
lottors 1 and 2)e

Various other bodisg have occasionally fin mecod socio— psycholinguistic
work, ¢eze The Forl Foundation (The linsuistic swvoy of E. Africa), tho Medical
Regearch Council (the EMnburgh Specch anl Coruwmicotion Rescurch Unit), the
National Seience Foundation anl the Office of Seientific and Technical
Informtion (particularly concorned with computational Iinguistics but who have
spongorad, ... one project on scisntific En;lish and another on *he tsaching
of a reading knowledje of Russian to sciontists (London and Essox respectively)e

On the whole, howsver, wvery few projects have boon supperted by thesse and
othor bodicse The Coimonwealth Founlation, for example, is only prepared to
financo short-torm projects, which oxcludes mogt of the above,anl the Schools
Couneil is only interasted in sueio- psyeholinguistic projccts if they have a
cloar cducational anglo (.oege the project on West Indiwn Imigront English ot
Birininhan, originally designol as a 'pure! suciolinguistic project, has had
to chonnel a great deal of its effort into thoe production of classroom materials,
with a consequent reduction in the scope of the fundamentel descriptive work
which couldl havo boen dona)e  There gocms to be no nonay available in Britain
for 'fundamental'! socio= psycholinguistic roscarch, oa.je the fisld work
prerequisite abroad for much sociolin;uistic regearch, or the compilation of
aulio-vigual material for chilil langua je developnent stulics. At least two
projects which can reasonably be called fundanental cre in langer of not being
conpleted due to lick of funls, vize the Survey of Eunjlish Usage at University
College London, anl the Linguistic Atlas Projoct at Leedge

5¢2+ Planned regearche The iaps in research are very clecres Ilost of the
topics referred to in 4. have hardly bogun to be investigated, and this country




is alrealy laj;ing behind the United States as the Appendix nakes very oli_ e
Over the next few years, as more postgraduate studies are completed, one nmust
expect an increase in the nunmber of planned projects desi;ned to cover these
fields, 0.:;e comparative sociolinguistic studies at home and ahroad; the study
of immi raont situations in this country; stulies in the gocial contexts of
native lanjuage acquisition (see Appendix, 5(a)); studies of lanpuage varioties
. with special reference to such problems as lan;ua;e learning, social contact,
and so one There is no shortage of interest in these areas, and already large—
scale projects have been or are boin; planned at a number of centres.e A list
of some of the projects which have alrealy been formnlised follows:

l. Study of the development of intonation and related foatures in
children's spooch in Enilish, aimin; to establish a sealo of normaley
for tho assessmont of cortain spocch pathologiose (Rending)e

2e A co-ordinated study of tho urban dialects of Great Britain.
(Birmﬁxuﬂuun).

3s The sociolin uistic description of COrecle anl other contact
variotios of Englishe (Tork).

4o Study of the relationship between spooch and writing, and
especially of learning to rend and write. (rhnchesturi.

5¢ Tho study and comparison of tho nature and function of English
as a sceond language in Asia and Africas  (Leeds).

6. Investigation into the linguistic and cultural pattorns of
behaviour among various castes in S. India. (Ybrkg.

Te A compurative sociolinguistic study of four comumunities in
Mauritiug, Bist Africa, British Honduras and U.Ke  (York).

8. ILargo-scalo investigation of l!other—tonguo! roports as
ovidencod in tho 1961 congug of Indine (Ioods).

9« In the framework of interdepartmontal work on 'Langunge in
Sueioty!, a sociolinguistic investigation has beon initiatod of
Lin;uaie function in a plurilingusl community (see !'Sauris = a
trilingual comunity in diatypic perspective! by Ne Denison, to
appear in Yan! Vol. 3, no. 2, 1968). Plans have bgen formulatod
for a fuller sociolinguistic study of ths commnitye (LeS.E.)s

It is difficult to predict how nmany socio- psycholinzuistic projocts
are at present envisaged by scholars in this country but availoble information
(such as is to be found in tho Linjuistic Association's bulletin Languape
Rogearch in Progrogg 2 (1967)) su; ests that botween twenty and thirty
applications would be received hy SSRC in the first instance, if the proposals
outlinel in 6. below wore nccuptods

6s Propogalge This memorandum has triel to indicate tho pressing need for
the advancoment of suciolinguistic and psycholinguistic roscarch in this country.
This noed would seam to be bost nmet if the Social Scionce Research Council could
let it bo known in tho departmonts of Lin uistics and anon: the professional
linguistic bodics of this country that it is open to applications for research
grants for projects falling within the scope of Scction 4. above; and that,
provided sufficient applications are fortheoming, it appoint o Linguistics
reprogsentative to both the Sociolozy anl Psicholesy Committee to cssess
applicationg (the question of the establishient of an independont Linguistics
Cormitteo to bo roviewod lator in the lisht of the numbor of applications
recoivod).

This menorandum has tho support of the Comnittoes of the Linguistics
Associntion of Groat Britain, the British Association for Applied Linguistics,
and tho Council of tho Philoloygical Sociotys It has alsc been circulated
amongat houdks of departnontsof Linguistics in this country,




