Would you have marked it wrong?

The candidate wrote:

1.
2.

3.

10.
11.

Die Besprechung der einzelnen Punkte erfolgt auf S. 60.

They stood on the side of the road.
Suddenly I became angry to stand here at
the river.

They were in a distance of 350 to 400
yards.

. Another thing they have to counteract

is the lies of Moses, the tame raven.

. There was the kind of headlines you

always find in popular magazines.

. At their last attack the Indians con-

centrated all their forces on one point.

. The young man gave her the wished

money.

. He had tried to live differently than

before.

. Larry told Joe through the letter that

he',

It simply was inborn.

In a block of flats you have to live
together with several families which you
cannot choose.

The examiner corrected:

B S
. at standing there by/near ...

1 JE §

. are ...
. were ...

n-s.

... the money she had wished.
. in another way ...
e
. was simply ...

. whom/that . ..
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Would you have marked it wrong? Schliissel

Vergleiche Seite 53.

1. They stood on the side of the road.
RaRd:

The difference between “on the side of the
house” and “at the side of the house” is
clear: the former means that something is
attached to or marked on the wall of the
building; the latter means that something is
in close proximity to the wall, but not neces-
sarily in contact with it. “On” in its sense of
spatial position usually requires that the object
which it governs has specific physical dimen-
sions; and the trouble with words like “side”
and “top” is that their meaning is vague —
sometimes they can have a specific meaning
and sometimes not. “The side of the road”
is not usually meant to refer to a particular,
well-defined area, set off distinctively from
the road as such: if it did, then “on” would
be permissible (“Go and stand on the side
of the road”; cf. “Go and stand on the pave-
ment”, where *“at the pavement” is not
possible). But in the present example, doubt-
less nothing more than a general sense is
intended — the people were standing some-
where adjacent to the road — in which case
“at” is the appropriate preposition.

2. Suddenly I became angry to stand here at
the river. . at standing there by|near ...

One is angry at something or with someone,
and the “-ing” form of the verb is thus
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needed to follow the preposition, in the
normal way. While some adjectives may
take “to” (e.g. anxious, stupid, eager, easy),
angry is not one of these. The examiner’s
switch from “here” to “there” is unnecessary:
either adverb could be used. “By” is certainly
a better preposition than “at”. “At” would
imply seeing the river as a single, specific
place (“Meet you at the river at eight o’clock”
— cf. No. 1 above), whereas clearly what is
wanted here is the sense of “alongside”.

3. They were in a distance of 350 to 400
Vards: - w3

“At” is the normal preposition used to refer
to specific positions along a scale of any kind
(e.g. speed, temperature, distance). The can-
didate’s version is not possible. (But note that
when “distance” has a general sense, with
obligatory “the”, “in” may be used: “We
saw him in the distance”.)

4. Another thing they have to counteract is
the lies of Moses, the tame raven. ... are ...

Normally there is number concord between
subject and complement in English, but there
are exceptions, e.g. “Good answers are al-
ways a surprise”. In sentences which have a
summarising subject-phrase, there is a regular
possibility of having a complement in either
the singular or the plural. If the subject lacks
number contrast, there is no problem: one



may hear both “What I want is the answers”
and “... are the answers”, the difference
being one of point of view. Is the speaker
seeing “the answers” as a collective unit (in
which case the singular verb is appropriate)
or as an aggregate of separate items (in which
case the plural verb is appropriate)? The same
summarizing sense applies in the present
example (though because “thing” does allow
number contrast, the usage sounds a little less
natural). “Another point is his lies”, someone
might say. This is in fact a much more pre-
ferable form than “Another point are his
lies”, which is an unacceptable sentence to
most people. But once the singular subject
is distanced form the verb — for instance, by
a relative clause, as here — then the proximity
of the following noun exercises considerable
influence. “Are” therefore sounds more
natural to many people in sentences of this
type, and may certainly be found.

5. There was the kind of headlines you al-
ways find in popular magazines. ... were ...

“There” is presumably the “empty”, “weak”
use of this word, and not the adverbial of
place (the contrast being seen in “There were
many people there”). As in No. 4, the sin-
gular verb plus plural complement is possible.
“There was the headlines” means “the phe-
nomenon of the headlines”; “There were the
headlines” means “the collection of different
headlines”. “Kind of” suggests the collective
sense, and the candidate’s sentence is thus
possible. But again, as in 4, the proximity
of the plural noun to the verb, with only the
vague “kind of” in between, makes the plural
verb more natural.

6. At their last attack the Indians concen-
trated all their forces on one point. In ...

“Attack” here cannot mean a single specific
point in time or place: it has a sense of
duration, and “in” (or “during”) is necessary.

7. The young man gave her the wished
money. ... the money she had wished.

Collocations with “desired” are acceptable in
an attributive construction (“We received the
desired answer”), but “wished”, like “want-
ed”, is not normally possible. The examin-
er's version is not very natural either, how-
ever, as the specific sense of “wish” (“to
make a wish”) interferes with its general
sense (of “want”), which is the one required
in this context. Both candidate and examiner
would have produced better sentences if they
had introduced the word “for” after the verb —

but “the wished-for money”, while sometimes
used, is by no means as normal as “the
money she had wished for”.

8. He had tried to live differently than be-
fore. ... in another way . ..

There is nothing wrong with the candidate’s
use of the word differently here. The exam-
iner’s substitution is no improvement, and
indeed is rather more awkward.

9. Larry told Joe through the letter that
Besiicune. inn,

Both are possible. “Through” here would
mean “by means of”; “in” means “as part
of the content of”.

10. It simply was inborn. ... was simply . ..

“Simply”, in its intensifying sense of “merely”,
would normally occur before the adjective in
writing; but in speech, in addition to this
position, it may be used before the verb, as
the stress is sufficient to make the structural
link (cf. “I only saw John” in speech, mean-
ing “It was John only whom I saw”). The
examiner’s version is certainly clearer, in this
example. (Note the contrasts between “He
simply told the story” (= “All that he did
was tell the story”), “He told the story simply”
(= “He told it in a plain manner”), and “He
told the story, simply” (which may be either,
depending on intonation).)

11. In a block of flats you have to live to-
gether with several families which you cannot
choose. ... whom/that ...

“Family” is a noun that can be construed
in the sense of an aggregate of individual
people (“The family are coming to dinner”)
or of a collective unit (“The family is coming
to dinner”). (Compare Nos. 4 and 5.) Seen as
a set of individuals, the personal relative
pronoun would be appropriate (“There are
two delightful families who live in that
house”); seen as a collective unit, with less
“personality”, the non-personal pronoun is
possible (“There were many families which
were living there at that time”). In the present
example, the problem expressed by the sen-
tence is obviously one of personal relation-
ships, and so the personal pronoun, “whom?”,
would be the appropriate one to use. Note
that the grammatical problem can be avoided
altogether by using “that” with a restrictive
relative clause (“that” may be used with both
personal and non-personal antecedents), or, of
course, by omitting the pronoun.
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Would you have marked it wrong?

The candidate wrote: The examiner corrected.:
1. In the initial passage there stands the e s
sentence ...
2. She danced up to five o’clock in the &l
morning.
3. They would have no need for fearing s - pl0-TCqTec
him any longer.
4. One might think he has seen a ghost. G ..
5. This contrast produced in him a feeling
which he describes with being pulled two Rurayer, i
different ways.
6. Travelling nowadays takes place for People nowadays travel ...
other reasons.
7. 1 have nothing to do except to watch ... except watch over ...
over the possessions of my master. 5
8. The expression of the man’s face sudden- S S
ly changed.
9. But this thought Old Major did not But this was a thought that . ..
think to an end.
10. She knows his inability for certain things. sssicto doves.
11. They meet new people and see new .. Other %.gzsbthen viciothers: .
towns and new countries.
12. They travelled from now on by their S .
own car.
13. My teacher went so far as to write into F I
my report ...
14. It is a great advantage to live in a house
of your own. SSeonelss
15. His business was running so well that ... ... doing .

Die Besprechung der einzelnen Punkte erfolgt auf S. 162f.



