English Now
Summary of all programmes

See the file entitled Radio Broadcasts for the background to this series.

Series 1, 1984

Broadcast 28 May, 3/4 , 11, 18 June, 9, 16 July

1.1 Varieties of English, including robotic English and the Daleks.

1.2 English Usage issues, with Frank Delaney attacking my new book Who Cares About English Usage? Competition on top likes and dislikes.

1.3 English as a World Language, with several illustrations of pidgin and other Englishes.

1.4 Research into English - gaps in our knowlege, use of computers. Guest: Geoff Leech. Quiz on the 10 most frequent words.

1.5 English grammar, anticipating the new Quirk grammar and the new journal, English Today./ Guest: editor Tom McArthur.
1.6 Round-up with letters. Voice of the Age results, Usage compatition results.
Series 2, 1985

Broadcast 24 ApriL, 1, 15, 22, 29 May, 5, 12, 19, 26 June, 3 July
2.1  Advertisements for English language courses - home improvement programmes. Guest: store manager Guy Pritchard.
2.2  Child language - Susan Rae picking out winners. Guest: Paul Fletcher.
2.3  Pidgins and creoles, with several illustrations. Guest: Loreto Todd.
2.4  Interview with Randolph Quirk, talking about The Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language, published this year. Quiz on 'we' meaning 'you'.
2.5  Plain English Campaign. Guest: Martin Cutts. Quiz on turning a piece of difficult language into plain English.
2.6  English around the world, and English language teaching illustrated. Guest: Regent School in London academic director Rachel Belgrave. Quiz on weird phrase-book English.
2.7  Communication Aids Centre, Charing Cross Hospital. Guests: speech therapitst in charge Julia Le Patourel, user Eric Hughes.
2.8  Language in schools. Guest: Graham Frater HMI discussing recent publication of report, 'English 5 to 16'. Quiz on the parts of speech in the BBC announcer's concluding sentence.
2.9  Dictionaries, vox pop from users. Guest: manager of OED, Timothy Benbow on the computerisation. Quiz on number of words beginning with un-.
2.10  Competition results and usage letters; examples of children's creativity, plain English, and ELT phrase books.
Series 3, 1986
Broadcast 30 April, 7, 14, 21, 28 May, 4, 11, 18, 25 June, 2 July
3.1  Airspeak - Guest: chair of British Airline Pilots Association, Captain Mike Clark. Quiz on three Seaspeak terms.
3.2  English learning in China: TV presenter in China, Kathy Flower. Competition to guess mother tongues of three foreign voices.
3.3  Names of things, horses, products, children, house names. Founder of the Names Society, Leslie Dunkling. Competition: name an an inanimate object.
3.4  Accents changing. Guest: phonetician John Wells. Competition: where are hese three voices from.
3.5  Adult reading and non-readers. Guest: Adult Literacy Campaign - producer of the TV series 'On The Move' David Hargreaves. Quiz on speed of reading.
3.6  Catch phrases and slogans, graffiti: Nigel Rees' book.
3.7  Etymologies/place name examples, English Place-Name Society. Guest: English academic John Dodgson. Quiz: which language do four words come from.
3.8  Usage - Guest: Fritz Spiegel, talking about his book, The Joy of Words.
3.9  Round-up 1: etymology answers, guess which language, English accents. Guest: Graham Poynton on accents, surnames.
3.10  Round-up 2:  people naming things, invent a slogan for English Now.
.
Series 4, 1988
Broadcast 18, 25 February, 3, 10, 17, 24 Mar; repeated later in year

4.1  Opinion usage poll, word games and why they're popular. Guest: Gyles Brandbreth, game inventor. Competition for a new Eng language game. 
4.2  Vocal humour: Guest: Kenneth Williams. Competition recognizing funny voices. [This was the last interview Kenneth gave before his death in April]
4.3  Children's games, several recordings of children. Guest: researcher Elizabeth Grugeon. Competition if you've found an interesting game.

4.4  Swearing, its range and reasons. Guest: author Jennifer Coates.
4.5  Puns: Guest: Walter Redfern, author of Puns.
4.6  Round-up, opinion poll.
Series 5, 1990

Broadcast 20, 27 February, 6, 13, 20, 27 March; repeated 20, 27 May, 3, 10, 17, 24 June
No recording available due to a malfunction in the tape I was given. The programmes will be available in the BBC Sound Archive.
5.1  On new words.

5.2  Euphemisms.

5.3  Language of shipping reports, greetings cards, coats of arms.

5.4  Spontaneous humour.

5.5  Grammar.

5.6  Round up
A proposal for a further series in 1991 was turned down. Instead, Frank Delaney (one of my guests in Series 1) and producer Simon Elmes had a new series in mind (Word of Mouth), which evidently appealed more to Radio 4 controllers, and this began in 1992.

One of the anecdotes I recalled in the series was picked up by Reader's Digest and published in its May 1987 issue. See the file: English Now: Reader's Digest/
