RADIO BROADCASTS
Between 1981 and 1990 I wrote and presented several series of programmes on the English language, mainly for BBC Radio 4. It all began when I was asked to write a piece based on the letters of complaint sent in to the BBC about the use of English on the radio, called How Dare You Talk To Me Like That. It attracted a lot of interest, and was the front cover article printed in The Listener. This led to a set of three 10-minute programmes in early 1982 called Speak Out, based on letters to the BBC about language, read by BBC Repertory actors. This was then followed by a 10-programme series between August and October. The series also motivated a book, Who Cares About English Usage? (Penguin, 1984).
The interest continued with a talk arranged by Huw Weldon at Broadcasting House to an audience of presenters and other staff, and a new series in 1984 called English Now. This was broader in scope, with a guest each week from the domain being discussed, and with several programmes including a language quiz or competition, and sometimes associated fact sheets. The last one in each series was a 'round-up' of results and letters. The series continued until 1990, until it was replaced by another series (Word of Mouth) in which I wasn't involved.
The following propgrammes can be heard in their individual files, each with an introductory text summary. My thanks to the BBC and ABC for permission to present these recordings here, free for educational purposes only.

How Dare You Talk To Me Like That, 1981
Speak Out  1982
I Couldn't Talk - So I Cried  1983

When Language Breaks Down  1984 

English Now  1984-90
The Story of English, with Tom McArthuyr  1987

I Say, I Say, I Say 1988
English, Where Next?  1989

Patterns of Language, with Brian Redhead 1990
Language Death, 1999 and Language and the Internet, 2000

The Story of English Spelling, with Stephen Fry  2013

The Art of Storytelling  2016

Everyday Shakespeare, with Ben Crystal and Michael Rosen  2023

Other programmes

For the sake of completeness, I list below some other programmes where I do not have a personal copy; I expect they are in the BBC Sound Archives.

Computing St Paul

Broadcast on Network 3, 16, 23 March 1965

Discussion with a biblical scholar of the authorship of the Pauline epistles, following the publication of the controversial book by A Q Morton & J McLeman, Christianity and the Computer (1964) - my first broadcast.

You Said It

Two programmes for the series 'You Said It', on spoken English

Broadcast on Radio 3 and repeated on Radio 4, 5, 12 July 1980

The Sounds We Make.

It's Not What You Say...but the way that you say it.

Auntie's English
Broadcast  8, 14 October 1989, BBC Radio 4, 1 hour.
A review of attitudes to English since the 1920s, including many archive recordings.
Johnson, the Dictionary, the Wiki and the Web, 

Contributuon to the series 'Johnson Now' in The Essay, BBC Radio 3, 15 mins

Broadcast 15 September 2009, repeated 23 August 2010.

Thoughts about what Dr Johnson's reaction would be to the internet and contemporary word-gathering machinery

The British Library Exhibition of the English Language

For 'Word of Mouth', with Michael Rosen, BBC Radio 4

Broadcast 21, 27 December 2010

Introducing the first ever exhibitionbof the language mounted by the BL in 2010-11.
TELEVISION BROADCASTS
The Way That We Say It
Broadcast August 2005, BBC Wales, co-presenter, with Jane Harvey
Summary: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/4167932.stm
Language development

Broadcast 30 March 1984, for the Open University, BBC 2

Texting is Good for You

Guest on It's Only a Theory, BBC 4, 

Broadcast 13, 14, 18 October 2009

Available at https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p004qwgx
